	CSF Collection Guidelines

	Tube 1 Number
	Laboratory
	Volume (mL)
	Container
	Testing 
	Notes

	#1
	Hematology 
	1.5
	Sterile Screw top
	Cell count and Differential
	If collecting Hematology on Tubes 1 & 4

	#2
	Chemistry
	1.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Glucose
	Min vol for 1 or both

	
	
	
	
	Protein
	

	
	
	2.0
	Special Tubes2
	Alzheimer Disease Evaluation
	

	#3
	Microbiology
	2.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Bacterial Culture/Gram Stain
	Min vol for 1 or both

	
	
	
	
	Fungal Culture/Cryptococcus AG 
	

	
	
	10.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Mycobacteria (AFB) Culture 
	For diagnosis of TB meningitis

	
	
	1.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Enterovirus RNA PCR
	

	
	Molecular Infectious Disease (MID)
	1.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Cytomegalovirus (CMV) PCR
	Min vol for 1 or all


Needs Microbiology LMR approval 

	
	
	
	
	Herpes Simplex Virus (HSV) PCR
	

	
	
	
	
	Varicella Zoster (VZV) PCR
	

	
	
	
	
	**Human Herpes Virus-6 (HHV-6) PCR
	

	
	
	
	
	Parechovirus PCR
	

	
	Microbiology
Sendout testing
	0.5
	Sterile Screw top
	Epstein Barr Virus (EBV) PCR
	

	
	
	0.5
	Sterile Screw top
Sterile Screw top
	Toxoplasma gondii PCR
	

	
	
	0.5
	
	JC Virus PCR
	

	#4
	Hematology or 
	1.5
	Sterile Screw top
	Cell count and Differential
	Hematology if collecting only ONE tube

	
	Flow Cytometry or
	6.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Leukemia/Lymphoma Cell Marker Assessment
	

	
	HP morph review
	6.0
	Sterile Screw top
	HemePath Morphological Review
	

	#5
	Flow Cytometry or
	6.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Leukemia/Lymphoma Cell Marker Assessment
	

	
	Cytology 
	6.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Cytology
	

	#6
	Cytology or
	6.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Cytology
	

	
	Other 
Sendout testing

	4.0
	Sterile Screw top
	**Paraneoplastic Panel 
	Needs Chemistry LMR approval 

	
	
	4.0
	Sterile Screw top
	**Encephalopathy, Autoimmune Eval 
	Needs Chemistry LMR approval

	
	
	1.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Amino Acid, Quant
	

	
	
	5.0
	Sterile Screw top
	14-3-3 Protein (Creutzfeldt-Jakob CJD)
	Wet ice

	
	
	1.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Oligoclonal Bands 
	CSF & Serum (1 mL)

	
	
	
	
	IgG Index
	

	
	
	
	
	MS Profile
	

	
	
	0.5
	Sterile Screw top
	VDRL
	Testing limited to RPR positive patients

	
	
	1.0
	Sterile Screw top
	West Nile Virus AB serology
	

	
	
	1.0
	Special Tubes2
	Lactate/pyruvate
	Wet ice

	#7
	Save
	4.0
	Sterile Screw top
	Save CSF
	Order as Miscellaneous lab test, “Save CSF”


1A minimum of 3 tubes should be collected. Tubes should be labelled according to the sequence of collection.  If appropriately labeled tubes are not included in the kit, label the tube with the sequence number.  Tube 1 should never go to microbiology as it may be contaminated with skin microbiota. 
2Call Laboratory Customer Service at 314-362-1470 for special tubes prior to collection.
**Testing requires Laboratory Medicine Resident (LMR) approval, please call the LMR at 314-747-1320 (#2 Chemistry, #3 Microbiology) for approval before drawing the specimen.
Note:  Maximum draw is NOT to exceed 30 mL of CSF.
